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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAMPLIN FOUNDATION

To say that 2020 was a challenging year is perhaps the ultimate understatement. Thousands of 
Rhode Islanders lost loved ones, unable to hold their hands to say goodbye. Businesses closed 
and livelihoods were lost, pushing many into economic despair. Students experienced devastating 
learning loss. Racial inequities were strikingly exposed, as was the profound prejudice and 
bigotry that centuries of systemic racism have wrought. 

But there were also moments of hope, caring, and courage – victories, small and large, in the face 
of unimaginable challenges. 

If 2019 was a year of tradition and transformation, as we wrote in last year’s Annual Report, then 
2020 was a year of resilience. Time and again, we heard stories of resilience from Rhode Island’s 
remarkable non-profit community. The Foundation distributed $20 million in 2020, in three 
different cycles, to 223 organizations, and those charities deployed funds in ways that balanced 
immediate needs against long-term priorities, providing significant and lasting impact to our 
communities. 

Consider the story of Omar Bah and the Refugee Dream Center. Like so many organizations, our 
team at Champlin was new to video conferencing. When the pandemic forced us to close our 
office, we had our doubts that remote site visits could replace the connection and understanding 
we gathered from in-person tours and conversations. Omar and his Board proved us wrong, 
making a compelling case (virtually!) and illustrating the importance – and timeliness – of 
expanding supports for the state’s refugee community. 

Or the stories of healthcare providers, from the Rhode Island Free Clinic in Providence to 
WellOne in Pascoag and everywhere in between, working to fight the spread of COVID while 
simultaneously addressing mental and behavioral health stressors, expanding access to 
healthcare, and working to close persistent equity gaps in health outcomes. 

And stories like those of Southside Cultural Center, Youth in Action, Wilbury Theatre, Frosty Drew 
Observatory and so many others who found ways to spread joy, build connection, and foster 
understanding when it was in short supply. 

In 2020, perhaps more than ever, these accounts and so many others inspired us.
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We want to acknowledge the commitment and flexibility of the Foundation’s Distribution 
Committee. At the end of 2020, R. Kelly Sheridan stepped down as Distribution Committee 
Chair after three years.  Kelly’s steady hand and counsel guided the Foundation through its 
most consequential changes in 20 years, including the search for a new Executive Director, 
the embrace of new grantmaking technology, the addition of new voices to the Distribution 
Committee, and our pandemic response. Champlin is now more responsive, more transparent 
and more diverse thanks to his leadership, and we’re so glad to have his continued insight as  
a member of the Distribution Committee. 

We also welcomed two new members to the Distribution Committee: The Honorable Edward 
C. Clifton, a retired Associate Justice from the Rhode Island Superior Court and a former 
Distinguished Jurist in Residence faculty member at Roger Williams University School of Law; and 
Susan Follett Lusi, PhD., the former Superintendent of Providence Public Schools and current 
President and CEO of Mass Insight. 

The Champlin Foundation started with a 12-year-old boy who ran away from home with no money 
in his pocket. He would go on with his son and grandson to build an impressive enterprise, the 
S.B. Champlin and Son Company, the success of which our community still benefits from today. 
They established our proud tradition of quietly and steadfastly helping those who do good do 
more. If this year has taught us anything, it’s that Rhode Island’s non-profit community does 
tremendous good – immeasurable good – even during the most difficult circumstances. We know 
they will continue to do more, inspire more, and serve more. And as we look forward to 2021 – 
what we hope will be a year of renewal – we will continue to proudly stand by their side.

Edward B. Wetherill
Chair

Nina Stack    
Executive Director
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2020 by the Numbers

Total funding distributed in 2020: $20 million

$1.6 million in funding for COVID-19 response

$18 million in traditional capital grants

$426K in camperships

Total funding distributed to date: $625+ million 

Total number of grants: Capital (188) •  Camperships (21)  
• COVID-related (70) •  First-time grantees (25)

Community Prep Lucy’s Hearth UCAP
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Arts & Culture

The COVID-19 pandemic was devastating for many arts organizations. Performances were cancelled, theaters 

shuttered, and galleries left dark. But like the talented artists they work with, these organizations are nimble 

and creative, and found new ways to entertain and inspire audiences, like The Wilbury Theatre Group’s efforts 

to bring performances outdoors. 

At a time when we were forced to maintain our distance physically, many organizations in this category 

identified opportunities to strengthen our connections to one another. Stages of Freedom is building 

community by creating programming about Black life and culture, and the Southside Cultural Center of Rhode 

Island is enhancing its performance and meeting spaces for multicultural groups. Both are first-time grantees 

and join a group of 25 first-time funded organizations across all areas of focus from North Smithfield to North 

Kingstown. As our state begins the hard work of recovering and rebuilding from COVID, arts and cultural 

organizations will be an essential contributor to our ability to process our losses while at the same time being a 

source of joy, connection, and comfort.

Teatro ECAS The Steel Yard Ocean State Pops Orchestra
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Conservation & Parks 

The Rhode Island Zoological Society has been a beneficiary of Champlin support since 1966, and our 54-

year relationship continues to bring a love of wild animals and an understanding of conservation to Rhode 

Island children and families. At the same time, South Providence based conservation organization Southside 

Community Land Trust will support local farmers and simultaneously help to eliminate food deserts by making 

fresh food available from its new Farm to Market Center.

The Nature Conservancy, The Newport Tree Conservancy, and Aquidneck Land Trust will each improve outdoor 

spaces. The Nature Conservancy will launch a robust tree planting program in urban neighborhoods in 

partnership with the City of Providence. The Newport Tree Conservancy will care for trees in the City’s North 

End, and in Middletown, the Aquidneck Land Trust will enhance community usage at Spruce Acres Farm with a 

public pavilion. 

Save the Bay Rhode Island Farm Incubator Aquidneck Land Trust 



A R E A S  O F  F O C U S  A T  A  G L A N C E

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

8

Education 

Education is the great equalizer – it opens opportunities and fosters the conditions by which students of all 

ages can succeed. Champlin grantees in this category, both established and first-time funding recipients, share 

as part of their critical missions a desire to create opportunity for personal, professional, and economic growth. 

College Unbound, for example, will use Champlin funds to invest in technology and create mobile classrooms 

that engage and empower adult learners. DownCity Design will make improvements to their new headquarters, 

providing a space for learning and connection for K-12 students – the next generation of problem-solvers and 

leaders in our communities. And at the other end of the state, at the Frosty Drew Observatory in Charlestown, 

a replacement telescope has been described by the team there as a “once-in-a-lifetime” investment into their 

noble work of building greater understanding for and appreciation of the natural world.

Frosty Drew Observatory  
and Nature Center

College Unbound DownCity Design
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Healthcare

The COVID-19 pandemic presented our state with the most significant public health crisis in a century, and 

healthcare professionals in our hospitals, community health centers, and behavioral health organizations met 

the crisis head on. More than 20 percent of Champlin funding went to healthcare in 2020, including to frontline 

organizations serving vulnerable, at-risk populations. 

Champlin’s grants cover everything from groundbreaking Alzheimer’s research at Butler Hospital to pediatric 

mental health services at Bradley Hospital. Champlin made investments this year in improving telehealth 

infrastructure, and continues to invest in community-based services, like the critical work being done at 

Thundermist with its new dental clinic in West Warwick and Newport Mental Health’s expanding office space.  

HopeHealth Hospice &  
Palliative Care

South County Health Newport Mental Health 
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Historic Preservation

Statewide, Champlin helps preserve some of the state’s most iconic, historic, and culturally significant 

structures. Landmarks like Trinity Church in Newport and the nearby Fort Adams, and the First Baptist 

Church in America – the Charitable Baptist Society in Providence. In considering requests in this competitive 

category, we looked not only at the historical and architectural importance of the building, but also how these 

organizations reach out to serve the broader community.

We were also pleased to support essential safety upgrades for the Mount Hope Trust in Bristol and support 

Block Island’s Southeast Lighthouse, a first-time grantee and a Rhode Island treasure. Both sites are registered 

as national historic landmarks.

Pettaquamscutt Historical Society Smith’s Castle Rhode Island Historical Society
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Libraries

Library patrons in communities around the state will find more welcoming, modern, and creative spaces as 

leaders look to make exciting, 21st century improvements. Despite many libraries facing widespread, long-term 

closures due to the pandemic – closures that coincided with our application period – public libraries submitted 

innovative and user-centered proposals.

The two largest library grant recipients this year were the Jamestown Philomenian Library, which is in the 

process of completely reimagining its facility, and the Memorial & Library Association in Westerly for much-

needed HVAC upgrades. At Providence Public Library, this year’s award brings the Foundation’s 3-year 

investment total to $1.5 million, and at Pawtucket Public Library, grant funds will be used to help bring to 

fruition their vision for a dedicated teen space. 

Providence Public Library Pascoag Public Library
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Social Services

Champlin funded 44 social service organizations, addressing pressing needs from food insecurity and 

homelessness to violence against women. This group includes eight first-time grantees, such as the Refugee 

Dream Center, which is making renovations to its new offices to better connect with and serve refugees 

statewide. Another first-time recipient, We Share Hope, is adding new refrigeration, allowing them to continue 

to deliver food throughout a network of non-profits and offer food and other necessities at its Hope Market, 

open to under-resourced communities.

Grants to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Community Center in Newport and Crossroads Rhode Island will 

allow for capital improvements to their respective headquarters that support their mission-driven work to fight 

hunger, improve health, and expand access to affordable housing. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
Community Center

Refugee Dream Center Higher Ground International



A R E A S  O F  F O C U S  A T  A  G L A N C E

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

1 3

Welfare of Animals

The three grantees in this category are tireless champions for animals, providing expert care for the rescues 

and advocating for meaningful policies to protect animals of all breeds and sizes. Each serves a large footprint, 

demonstrating significant impact across geographies and species. And at a time when many families are facing 

economic insecurity, the medical care needed for a pet can be a challenge. 

Heart of Rhode Island Animal Rescue League continues to build out its new facility in Cranston to help meet 

these needs. Also prioritizing the health, safety, and long-term placement of animals is the Providence Animal 

Rescue League, as well as the Potter League for Animals, which is expanding its services with the acquisition 

of the Rhode Island Companion Alliance, a past recipient of Champlin funds.

Providence Animal Rescue League The Heart of RI Animal Rescue League Potter League
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Youth Services

Young people across Rhode Island are facing increased anxiety, decreased access to education and support, 

and the same isolation that has proved challenging for Rhode Islanders of all ages. Our state has an incredible 

community of non-profit organizations deeply committed to tackling those challenges and putting kids first. 

Over the course of more than 70 years, Mother of Hope Camp has provided hands-on learning and 

camaraderie in nature for thousands of children. And though many camps were forced to close last summer, 

Mother of Hope and the others we support found ways to provide traditional outdoor, multidisciplinary camp 

experiences. At Youth In Action, more than 200 young people are served each week in a supportive and 

inclusive setting where they can share their perspectives, enhance their leadership skills, and ultimately drive 

change in their communities. 

Boys & Girls Club of Providence Mother of Hope Camp Smithfield YMCA
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COVID Response

The non-profit community met the immediate challenge of the pandemic head on, while continuing to fight for the 
causes that fuel their individual and collective missions. 

Their resilience and strength are an inspiration, and The Champlin Foundation sought to help lighten the heavy 
loads they carry with additional support outside of our traditional grants cycle. 

In March 2020, Champlin announced a $1.6 million, multi-faceted approach to support the state’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, starting with a $600,000 commitment to five non-profit hospitals to acquire testing and 
diagnostic machines to dramatically increase the number of COVID tests that could be completed daily. Another 
$13,000 went to purchase thermal scan thermometers for homeless shelters.

We heard consistently from non-profit leaders across sectors that sudden and unexpected loss of revenue – 
from childcare tuition, program fees, ticket sales, and more – was devastating to their organizations. While many 
charities were eligible for emergency grants through collaborative funds, many longtime Champlin grantees were 
not. With that in mind, another $1 million was allocated to an emergency Capital Liquidity Fund to offer some 
assistance to those unable to access other sources  to help respond to the crisis. 

We also recognized that, in many instances, flexibility and understanding was needed most. By extending the 
deadlines for grant applications and allowing some flexibility in repurposing previous grants, our grantees were 
better able to respond to the challenge that they faced and free up tens of thousands of dollars in the process.  
Additionally, grantees seemed to adapt well and appreciate the new online application – a critical streamlining 
improvement at a time when many organizations were overburdened and short-staffed.

Our state’s non-profits have been called upon, time and again, to be nimble and creative. We worked hard to 
do the same this year. But at the end of the day – at the end of a year that we will not soon forget – it is their 
leadership and resilience that led by example. 

Shelter Thermometers Progreso Latino Boys & Girls Club of Providence
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COVID Response 70 Grants
Adoption Rhode Island ..............................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Amos House .............................................. $20,000
PROVIDENCE

AS220 ........................................................ $12,000
PROVIDENCE

Big Brothers Big Sisters  
of Rhode Island ........................................... $30,000
CRANSTON

Blackstone River Theatre ...........................$5,000
CUMBERLAND

Blackstone Valley  
Boys & Girls Club .................................... $10,000
BLACKSTONE

Boys & Girls Club  
of East Providence ...................................... $20,000
EAST PROVIDENCE

Boys & Girls Clubs  
of Newport County ..................................... $20,000
NEWPORT

Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket ............. $20,000
PAWTUCKET

Boys & Girls Clubs of Providence .......... $25,000
PROVIDENCE

Children’s Friend & Service .................... $10,000
PROVIDENCE

Common Fence Point  
Improvement Association ........................ $10,000
PORTSMOUTH

Community Boating Center ................... $18,000
PROVIDENCE

Community Care Alliance ...................... $15,000
WOONSOCKET

Comprehensive Community  
Action Program ........................................ $20,000
CRANSTON

Contemporary Theater Company .............$5,000
WAKEFIELD

Crossroads Rhode Island ......................... $20,000
PROVIDENCE

Dorcas International Institute  
of Rhode Island, Inc. ...................................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

East Bay Community  
Action Program ........................................ $20,000
EAST PROVIDENCE

Everett Company Stage School ..................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Family Service of Rhode Island ............... $20,000
PROVIDENCE

Federal Hill House Association .............. $15,000
PROVIDENCE
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Flickers Arts Collaborative .........................$5,000
NEWPORT

Foster Forward.......................................... $15,000
EAST PROVIDENCE

Girl Scouts of  
Southeastern New England ..................... $30,000
WARWICK

Greenwich Odeum ......................................$5,000
EAST GREENWICH

Jonnycake Center of Peace Dale ............. $17,000
PEACE DALE

Jonnycake Center of Westerly ................. $17,000
WESTERLY

Kent Hospital ......................................... $100,000
WARWICK

Landmark Medical Center ...................... $50,000
WOONSOCKET

Lucy’s Hearth ............................................ $15,000
MIDDLETOWN

Meals on Wheels of Rhode Island .......... $20,000
PROVIDENCE

Narragansett Council  
Boy Scouts of America ............................. $30,000
EAST PROVIDENCE

Newport County YMCA ........................ $28,000
MIDDLETOWN

Newport Mental Health .............................$5,000
MIDDLETOWN

New Urban Arts ....................................... $10,000
PROVIDENCE

Oasis International ......................................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Ocean Community YMCA ..................... $12,000
WESTERLY

PACE Organization  
of Rhode Island ........................................ $25,000
PROVIDENCE

Pawtucket Soup Kitchen ......................... $15,000
PAWTUCKET

Phoenix Houses  
of New England, Inc. ..................................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Preservation Society  
of Newport County .................................. $23,000
NEWPORT

Progreso Latino ........................................ $15,000
CENTRAL FALLS

Providence Children’s Museum .................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Rhode Island Blood Center ........................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Rhode Island Hospital ........................... $200,000
PROVIDENCE

Rhode Island Legal Services .................... $15,000
PROVIDENCE
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Rhode Island Philharmonic  
Orchestra & Music School ...................... $30,000
EAST PROVIDENCE

Rhode Island School of Design ..................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Rhode Island Watercolor Society ..............$3,000
PAWTUCKET

Rhode Island Zoological Society ............ $50,000
PROVIDENCE

Ronald McDonald House  
Charities of New England ..........................$5,000
PROVIDENCE

Sojourner House ....................................... $20,000
PROVIDENCE

South County Art Association ..................$5,000
KINGSTON

South County Health ............................ $100,000
WAKEFIELD

South County Museum ............................ $12,000
NARRAGANSETT

Special Olympics Rhode Island .................$5,000
SMITHFIELD

St. Mary’s Home for Children................. $15,000
NORTH PROVIDENCE

The Salvation Army  
of Rhode Island ........................................ $28,000
PROVIDENCE 

The Steel Yard........................................... $12,000
PROVIDENCE

Tomaquag Indian  
Memorial Museum ......................................$5,000
EXETER

Trinity Repertory Company .................... $30,000
PROVIDENCE

United Way of Rhode Island, Inc. ........... $13,000
PROVIDENCE

WaterFire Providence ............................... $30,000
PROVIDENCE

Westerly Area Rest Meals ........................ $15,000
WESTERLY

Westerly Hospital Foundation ................ $50,000
WESTERLY

Women & Infants Hospital ................... $100,000
PROVIDENCE

YMCA of Greater Providence ................ $28,000
PROVIDENCE

YWCA Rhode Island ............................... $28,000
WOONSOCKET

YMCA of Smithfield ............................... $30,000
SMITHFIELD
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Adopt A Doctor  
(Stages of Freedom) ................................. $20,400
PROVIDENCE
Purchase of Gallery Displays and Storage

Blackstone River Theatre ........................ $28,288
CUMBERLAND
Upgrades to Public Bathrooms

International House  
of Rhode Island, Inc ................................. $24,859
PROVIDENCE
Completion of ADA Bathroom

Island Moving Company ......................... $21,000
NEWPORT
Purchase of a Portable Dance Floor

New Urban Arts ....................................... $90,000
PROVIDENCE
Studio Expansion and Office Annexation

Newport Art Museum  
& Art Association .................................... $38,000
NEWPORT
Gallery Entrance Portico and Skylight Replacement

Newport Music Festival ........................... $25,352
MIDDLETOWN
Acoustic Shell and Sound System

Ocean State Pops Orchestra .......................$7,258
PROVIDENCE
Two Timpani and Associated Gauges

Providence Performing  
Arts Center ............................................. $120,000
PROVIDENCE
Fire Escape Enclosure

Renaissance City Theatre ........................ $39,450
WESTERLY
Exterior Repairs/Renovations

Rhode Island Civic  
Chorale & Orchestra ..................................$9,086
CRANSTON
Purchase of Staging for Choral Performance

Rhode Island Philharmonic  
Orchestra & Music School .................... $200,000
EAST PROVIDENCE
Equipment to Enable Streaming and Archives at The VETS

South County Museum ...............................$13,377
NARRAGANSETT
Exterior Painting & Repairs to Caretaker’s Farmhouse

Southside Cultural Center  
of Rhode Island ........................................ $53,000
PROVIDENCE
Installation of HVAC System; Improvements to 
Performance and Meeting Spaces

Stadium Theatre  
Performing Arts Centre ........................... $99,465 
WOONSOCKET
Complete Annex Dressing Room Project

Arts & Culture                24 Grants          $1,268,877
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Teatro ECAS ............................................. $17,175
PROVIDENCE
Front Door Replacement for ADA Compliance

The Collaborative .......................................$3,000
WARREN
Purchase of Technology Equipment

The Players .............................................. $100,000
PROVIDENCE
Roof Replacement

The Sandra Feinstein  
Gamm Theatre .......................................... $49,902
WARWICK
Lighting, Sound and General Production Equipment

The Steel Yard........................................... $25,000
PROVIDENCE
ADA Upgrades for Full Community Access

The Wilbury Theatre Group .................. $47,715
PROVIDENCE
Mobile Stage & Vehicle Purchase

Trinity Repertory Company .................. $150,000
PROVIDENCE
Intern House Debt Reduction

Veterans Memorial  
Auditorium Foundation .......................... $75,000
PROVIDENCE
Improvements to The VETS Green Room & Chorus Room

Wickford Art Association ....................... $11,550
NORTH KINGSTOWN
Gallery Wall Renovations

Conservation & Parks      9 Grants           $1,119,784
Aquidneck Land Trust ............................. $22,869
MIDDLETOWN
Public Pavilion at Spruce Acres Farm

Hope Associates, Inc. ............................. $165,000
HOPE
Toward the Purchase of Conservation Land

Newport Tree Conservancy .................... $46,231
NEWPORT
Truck and Trailer Sprayer Purchase

Rhode Island Farm Incubator ................. $16,280
NORTH KINGSTOWN
Purchase Two High Tunnels

Rhode Island Zoological Society ..... $512,050.00
PROVIDENCE
Comprehensive Infrastructure Improvements

Save The Bay ............................................. $57,354
PROVIDENCE
Rebuild and Equipment Replacement for the Vessel 
Alletta Morris



2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2 1G R A N T  L I S T

Southside Community Land Trust ....... $150,000
PROVIDENCE
Buildout of New Farm to Market Center

The Nature Conservancy....................... $100,000
PROVIDENCE
Stewardship of Flagship Preserves: King, Carter and 
Tillinghast

The Nature Conservancy......................... $50,000
PROVIDENCE
Implementation/Planting of Pilot PVD Tree Plan Location

Education 25 Grants  $2,802,104
Block Island School .................................. $16,340
BLOCK ISLAND
Towards the Costs to Create a Makerspace

Brown University ................................... $525,000
PROVIDENCE
Supporting Champlin Scholars and the Champlin 
Memorial Stamp Collection

Bryant University ..................................... $25,000
SMITHFIELD
Laboratory Equipment for Undergraduate Science 
Programs

Children’s Dyslexia Center  
of Rhode Island ..................................... $2,000.00
CRANSTON
Technology

College Crusade of  
Rhode Island ............................................. $45,000
PROVIDENCE
Towards the Build of the CRM Platform Event 
Management Module 

College Unbound ..................................... $15,120
PROVIDENCE
Equipment for 6 Mobile Classrooms

Community College of  
Rhode Island Foundation ...................... $176,789
LINCOLN
Renovate and Equip 2 Active Learning Classrooms at the 
Knight Campus

Community Preparatory School ............. $75,000
PROVIDENCE
Towards the Purchase of Property for Future Campus 
Expansion

DownCity Design .................................. $149,416
PROVIDENCE
Renovations to New Building/Headquarters

Exeter-West Greenwich  
Junior High School .................................. $10,529
WEST GREENWICH
Google Expeditions Virtual Reality Kits
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Frosty Drew Nature Center  
and Observatory ..................................... $107,541
CHARLESTOWN
Primary Observatory Telescope Replacement

International Yacht  
Restoration School  .................................. $75,000
NEWPORT
Restoration Hall Window Replacement

Johnson & Wales University ................... $75,000
PROVIDENCE
Towards Creating the New Cyber Defense and 
Operations Lab

New England Institute  
of Technology ......................................... $124,639
EAST GREENWICH
Technology and Equipment to Support Hands on 
Learning

Nowell Leadership Academy ................... $50,000
PROVIDENCE
Building Improvements to Rear Entrance, Maternal 
Wellness Center, and Classroom Labs

Rhode Island Bar Foundation ................. $25,000
CRANSTON
Thomas F. Black Jr. Memorial Scholarship Program

Rhode Island College  
Foundation .............................................. $342,000
PROVIDENCE
Technology and Equipment to Enhance Remote 
Instruction and Small Group Instruction

Roger Williams University ...................... $30,303
BRISTOL
Mobile Computer Lab for Justice Analytics Training

Saint Raphael Academy ........................... $50,490
PAWTUCKET
Upgrade Arts Technology Lab

Sophia Academy ....................................... $74,877
PROVIDENCE
Technology to Support Remote Learning for Students, 
Faculty and Administration

The Empowerment Factory ..................... $22,968
PAWTUCKET
Technology and Equipment to Enhance Program Delivery

The San Miguel School.......................... $200,000
PROVIDENCE
New Roof

The University of Rhode Island  
Foundation & Alumni Engagement ..... $500,000
KINGSTON
Support of Anywhere/Anytime Engineering Technology; 
Robotic Equipment; and Tissue Engineering

Urban Collaborative  ............................... $76,800
PROVIDENCE
Restroom Renovation 

Year Up, Inc. ..................................................$7,292
PROVIDENCE
Elevator Security and Classroom Tables 
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Healthcare  19 Grants             $3,899,306
Butler Hospital  ...................................... $508,947
PROVIDENCE
Expansion of the Memory/Aging Infusion Center

CODAC Behavioral Healthcare ........... $225,000
CRANSTON
Medical Mobile Unit

Emma Pendleton  
Bradley Hospital ..................................... $943,368
RIVERSIDE
Renovation to Expand Pediatric Hospital

Hope Hospice & Palliative Care ........... $270,000
PROVIDENCE
Elevator Upgrades

Kent Hospital  ........................................ $309,437
WARWICK
Renovations to  Expand Acute Care for Elders Unit

Newport Mental Health .......................... $18,800
MIDDLETOWN
HVAC Unit and Air Purifiers

PACE Organization of  
Rhode Island  .......................................... $275,000
PROVIDENCE
Buildout of Kitchen 

Phoenix Houses of  
New England, Inc ..................................... $39,500
PROVIDENCE
Reconfiguration and Expansion of Treatment Areas

Rhode Island Blood Center ................... $150,000
PROVIDENCE
Mobile Donor Coach Purchase

Rhode Island Free Clinic .................... $42,915.00
PROVIDENCE
Clinical and Televisit Equipment, Install Air Filtration 
System, Update Furnishings

Saint Antoine Residence ..................... $73,698.00
NORTH SMITHFIELD
Replacement of Resident Call System

Sargent Rehabilitation Center ................ $75,208
WARWICK
Renovations to the Main Campus

South County Health ............................ $300,000
WAKEFIELD
Purchase of Endoscopic Ultrasound

The John Clarke  
Retirement Center ................................... $75,000
MIDDLETOWN
Replacement of Distribution Piping System

The Providence Center ............................ $45,433
PROVIDENCE
Passenger Van for Client Transport

Thundermist Health Center ................. $167,000
WARWICK
Dental Equipment at West Warwick Facility
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Tockwotton on the Waterfront ............... $60,000
EAST PROVIDENCE
Memory Care Household Furniture

Visiting Nurse Home & Hospice ............ $20,000
PORTSMOUTH
Equipment to Expand Telehealth Capacity

WellOne .................................................. $300,000
PASCOAG
Renovation Costs of Newly Purchased Behavioral Health 
Program Building

Historic Preservation 26 Grants              $1,655,043
American-French  
Genealogical Society ................................ $34,900
WOONSOCKET
Damaged Roof Replacement and Interior Damage Repair

Beavertail Lighthouse  
Museum Association ................................ $70,000
JAMESTOWN
Courtyard Project

Beneficent Congregational Church ........ $50,000
PROVIDENCE
Roof Repairs 

Charitable Baptist Society ....................... $50,000
PROVIDENCE
Exterior Painting

Chepachet Union Church ....................... $30,000
CHEPACHET
Exterior Painting

Church of the Holy Name of Jesus ......... $24,200
PROVIDENCE
Church Chimney and Tower Repointing

Cocumscussoc Association -  
Smith’s Castle............................................ $20,000
NORTH KINGSTOWN
New Roof, Exterior Painting and Repairs, Window 
Replacement 

Coggeshall Farm Museum ...................... $40,500.
BRISTOL
Pickup Truck and ATV

Fort Adams &  
The Fort Adams Trust ........................... $150,000
NEWPORT
South Wall Restoration

Friends of Pomham  
Rocks Lighthouse ..................................... $25,000
RIVERSIDE
Purchase Boat Launch for Access

Gilbert Stuart Birthplace & Museum ........$9,500
SAUNDERSTOWN
Generator
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Historic New England ............................. $22,000
BOSTON
Casey Farm Electronic & Security Infrastructure

Johnston Historical Society .......................$5,764
JOHNSTON
Outdoor Lighting

La Farge Restoration Fund ...................... $97,500
NEWPORT
ADA Accessible Ramp and Entryway

Massasoit Historical Association ............ $36,000
WARREN
Window Replacement

Mount Hope Trust In Bristol .................. $49,200
BRISTOL
Fire Alarm Installation

Newport Historical Society .................... $61,500
NEWPORT
Painting and Repairs to Great Friends Meeting House 
and Brick Market

Pettaquamscutt  
Historical Society, Inc. ................................$9,345
KINGSTON
Historic Jail Space Access & Usage Project

Preservation Society of  
Newport County .................................... $250,000
NEWPORT
Rosecliff Climate Control System

Slatersville Congregational Church ....... $16,660
SLATERSVILLE
Roof Replacement for Church Sanctuary

Southeast Lighthouse  
Foundation .............................................. $194,500
BLOCK ISLAND
Towards HVAC and Electrical System Installation

Steamship Historical  
Society of America ................................. $155,000
WARWICK
Toward Purchase of Ship History Building

The Rhode Island  
Historical Society ................................... $150,000
PROVIDENCE
Landscape Revitalization and ADA Access for the John 
Brown House Museum

The Western Rhode Island  
Civic Historical Society ........................... $10,656
COVENTRY
Pantry Ceiling Repair, 3rd Floor Repair and Painting of 
the Paine House Museum

Trinity Church Newport ......................... $42,818
NEWPORT
Window Sash and Sill Restoration

Washington Association, Inc. ................. $50,000
WARREN
Structural Roof Truss Restoration Project
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Libraries 18 Grants              $1,819,785
Ashaway Free Library ..................................$9,983
ASHAWAY
Replace A/C Unit, Front Door and Copier; Electrical 
Upgrades for Community Room

Cross Mills Public Library .........................$7,775
CHARLESTOWN
Lighting & Acoustical Renovations

Davisville Free Library ............................. $20,150
NORTH KINGSTOWN
Replace Parking Lot

East Smithfield Public Library.............. $141,991
SMITHFIELD
New Blinds for Windows, Replacement Windows

Glocester Manton Free  
Public Library ..............................................$9,300
CHEPACHET
Exteriors Renovation/Repairs - Chimney, Doors, Railings

Harmony Library Association ................. $32,280
HARMONY
Window Replacement

Jamestown Philomenian Library .......... $350,000
JAMESTOWN 
Towards Comprehensive Interior Renovation

Jesse M. Smith Memorial Library ........... $55,400
HARRISVILLE
New Carpeting

Libraries of Foster .......................................$4,420
FOSTER
Moveable Shelving

Memorial & Library Association .......... $325,000
WESTERLY
HVAC Upgrades

Ocean State Libraries ............................... $11,022
WARWICK
Remote Power Switches for All Member Libraries to 
Enable Resetting of Routers

Pascoag Public Library................................$1,340
PASCOAG
Purchases for Children’s Room and Library

Pawtucket Public Library ...................... $204,923
PAWTUCKET
Towards Buildout of the New Teen Space

Providence Public Library ..................... $250,000
PROVIDENCE
Towards the “Think Again” Capital Campaign for 
Comprehensive Renovation

Redwood Library & Athenaeum ............ $48,616
NEWPORT
Sound System/Screen for Renovated Lecture Hall and 
Book Digitizing Machine

South Kingstown Public Library ............ $25,000
WAKEFIELD
Roof Replacement at Robert Beverly Hale Library
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The Providence Athenaeum .................. $300,000
PROVIDENCE
HVAC System

Warwick Public Library ........................... $22,585
WARWICK
Hearing Loops for 2 Meeting Rooms

Social Services 44 Grants          $2,746,702
134 Collaborative ..................................... $64,049
PROVIDENCE
Front Entrance Access Project/Phase III

Adoption Rhode Island ........................... $16,360
PROVIDENCE
Technology and Safety Upgrades

AIDS Care Ocean State ........................... $45,000
PROVIDENCE
HVAC System

Amos House .............................................. $71,200
PROVIDENCE
Plumbing Upgrades to Main Facility

Cape Verdean American  
Community Development ...................... $45,000
PAWTUCKET
Elevator Installation for Full Building Access

Center for Southeast Asians .................. $169,000
PROVIDENCE
Interior Renovation

Child & Family ......................................... $30,000
MIDDLETOWN
Passenger Vehicle for Residential Treatment Program

Comprehensive Community  
Action Program ...................................... $114,426
CRANSTON
Health Center Elevator Modernization

Connecting for  
Children & Families................................. $90,035
WOONSOCKET
Windows, Fencing, Security Cameras and Outdoor 
Lighting

Crossroads Rhode Island ....................... $139,700
PROVIDENCE
Roof Replacement at Main Facility

DaVinci Center for  
Community Progress ..................................$5,090
PROVIDENCE
Refrigerator and Freezer for Food Pantry

Day One .................................................... $74,576
PROVIDENCE
CAC Forensic Interview Room Management System 
Upgrade

Dorcas International Institute  
of Rhode Island, Inc. ................................ $75,000
PROVIDENCE
Student Chromebooks



2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2 8G R A N T  L I S T

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr  
Community Center .................................. $15,468
NEWPORT
Stairwell Renovations

Family Service of Rhode Island ............. $115,737
PROVIDENCE
HVAC System at Mount Pleasant Academy

Farm Fresh Rhode Island ....................... $199,915
PAWTUCKET
Exterior Security, Safety & Communications

Friends of Little Compton  
Wellness Center ........................................ $31,575
LITTLE COMPTON
Repair on the Chimney and South Side of the Building

Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer  
Resource Foundation ............................... $14,700
PAWTUCKET
Computers for Program Development and Administrative 
Functions

Hamilton House ....................................... $27,000
PROVIDENCE
Roof Repairs

Higher Ground International ................. $48,999
PROVIDENCE
Vehicle Purchase

Holy Family Home for  
Mothers & Children ................................ $30,000
PROVIDENCE
Window Replacement

Hope Alzheimer’s Center ...........................$8,846
CRANSTON
Flooring and Outdoor Furniture

Jewish Alliance of Greater  
Rhode Island ............................................. $40,000
PROVIDENCE
Biometric Verification System

Lucy’s Hearth ...............................................$9,950
MIDDLETOWN
Exterior Door Replacement, Barn Door Installation, and 
Storage Unit Installation

McAuley Ministries .................................. $30,052
PROVIDENCE
Communications, IT and Security Upgrades

Meals on Wheels of Rhode Island .......... $82,000
PROVIDENCE
Technology and Infrastructure Upgrades 

Nonviolence Institute .............................. $28,682
PROVIDENCE
Building Security System Upgrade

Oasis International ................................... $49,500
PROVIDENCE
Vehicle Purchase to Support Youth Programs & Cultural 
Events

Open Doors .............................................. $10,000
PROVIDENCE
Toward Costs for the Cooling Tower Replacement
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Operation Stand Down  
Rhode Island ............................................. $75,000
JOHNSTON
OSDRI Pro-Bono Legal Services Center

Progreso Latino ...................................... $102,106
CENTRAL FALLS
Vehicle Purchase and Building Repairs

ReFocus, Inc. ............................................. $50,000
PROVIDENCE
Greeley Street Elevator Replacement

Refugee Dream Center ............................ $29,000
PROVIDENCE
New Office Renovations & Construction

Rhode Island Community  
Food Bank ............................................... $190,000
PROVIDENCE
Building Repairs, Truck and Reach Truck Purchase

Samaritans of Rhode Island ..................... $85,388
PROVIDENCE
Exterior Renovation/Restoration of Historic Baker-Hanley 
House

Special Olympics Rhode Island .............. $57,308
SMITHFIELD
Technology Improvements

St. Edward Food and  
Wellness Center ........................................ $47,454
PROVIDENCE
Renovations to Enlarge Public Spaces and Restroom

St. Mary’s Home for Children................. $57,530
NORTH PROVIDENCE
Parking Lot Repaving/Drainage Improvement

Tap-In Barrington Food Pantry .................$6,548
BARRINGTON
Refrigeration

The Salvation Army  
of Rhode Island ........................................ $93,000
PROVIDENCE 
Flooring Replacement and Asbestos Abatement at the 
Newport Corps

Tides Family Services ............................... $33,536
WEST WARWICK
Fire Sprinkler Upgrade and Security System Installation

We Share Hope ......................................... $25,972
RUMFORD
Refrigerators and Freezers

What Cheer Flower Farm ........................ $15,000
PROVIDENCE
Vehicle Purchase

YWCA Rhode Island ............................. $197,000
WOONSOCKET
Roof Replacement, Repairs, and Composting Toilets at 
Camp Hamilton
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Welfare of Animals 3 Grants           $95,100
Heart of Rhode Island  
Animal Rescue League ............................. $46,725
CRANSTON
Construct Dog Quarantine Room

Potter League for Animals ....................... $32,951
MIDDLETOWN
Purchase of Dental Equipment for Veterinary Suite 

Providence Animal  
Rescue League .......................................... $15,424
PROVIDENCE
Purchase of Medical, Computer, and Facility Equipment

Youth Services 20 Grants        $2,546,334
Big Brothers Big Sisters  
of Rhode Island ........................................ $42,233
CRANSTON
Cargo Van and Building Security Upgrades

Blackstone Valley  
Boys & Girls Club .................................... $68,798
BLACKSTONE
Emergency Back-Up Generating System

Boys & Girls Club  
of East Providence .................................... $63,449
EAST PROVIDENCE
Roof Repair and Window Replacement

Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket ............. $67,587
PAWTUCKET
HVAC Chiller Replacement

Boys & Girls Clubs  
of Newport County ................................ $195,000
NEWPORT
Equipment and Technology to Support Comprehensive 
Upgrade of Network Infrastructure

Boys & Girls Clubs  
of Northern Rhode Island ..................... $390,000
CUMBERLAND
Debt Reduction Incurred from the Purchase of a  
New Building

Boys & Girls Clubs of  
Providence ............................................... $127,780
PROVIDENCE
Two Busses for Youth Transport

Boys & Girls Clubs  
of Warwick.............................................. $114,424
WARWICK
New Roofs for Norwood and Oakland Beach Branches
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Button Hole .............................................. $35,000
PROVIDENCE
Driving Range Roof Installation/Construction

Camp Aldersgate .................................... $175,000
NORTH SCITUATE
Dam Repair

Camp JORI ............................................... $48,786
WAKEFIELD
Roadwork and a Chair Lift for the Swimming Pool

College Visions ......................................... $18,509
PROVIDENCE
Student Technology and Furnishings

Mother of Hope Camp ...............................$7,740
CHEPACHET
Communication System

Narragansett Council  
Boy Scouts of America .......................... $153,412.
EAST PROVIDENCE
Latrine Replacement at Camp Yawgoog

Newport County YMCA ...................... $162,000
MIDDLETOWN
New Air Handling System for Aquatics Center

Ocean Community YMCA ................... $237,741
WESTERLY
Upgrades to the Fuller and Buckley Pools at the 
Westerly-Pawcatuck Branch

YMCA of Greater Providence .............. $232,700
PROVIDENCE
Completion of Dining Hall Renovations at Camp Fuller

YMCA of Pawtucket .............................. $211,603
PAWTUCKET
Sewer System Upgrades at Camp Westwood

YMCA of Smithfield ............................. $190,000
SMITHFIELD
Construction of New Front Entry Vestibule with an 
Adjoining Outdoor Activity Area

Youth in Action, Inc. ...................................$4,572
PROVIDENCE
Technology and Furnishings
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Traditional Capital Grants

AREA OF FOCUS SUM OF GRANT AMOUNT

HEALTHCARE $3,899,306

EDUCATION $2,802,104

SOCIAL SERVICES $2,746,702

YOUTH SERVICES $2,546,334

LIBRARIES $1,819,785

HISTORIC PRESERVATION $1,655,043

ARTS & CULTURE $1,268,877

CONSERVATION & PARKS $1,119,784

WELFARE OF ANIMALS $95,100

GRAND TOTAL $17,953,035

TRADITIONAL CAPITAL GRANTS SUMMARY

REQUESTS FUNDED: 188

TOTAL REQUESTS: 281

FIRST TIME RECIPIENTS 25

21.72%
HEALTHCARE

15.61%
EDUCATION

15.30%
SOCIAL

SERVICES

14.18%
YOUTH

SERVICES

10.14%
LIBRARIES

9.22%
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION

.53%
WELFARE OF

ANIMALS6.24%
CONSERVATION

& PARKS

7.07%
ARTS &

CULTURE
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2020 Distribution Committee

2020 Champlin Foundation Staff

Trustee

R. Kelly Sheridan, Esq.,  
CHAIR

Edward B. Wetherill,  
VICE CHAIR

Lisa P. Koelle,  
SECRETARY

Judge Edward C. Clifton (ret.)

Dione D. Kenyon

Susan Follett Lusi

John Muggeridge

Linda Newton

Sandra G. Parrillo, CPCU

Jose R. Polanco, MD

Rev. Rebecca Spencer

Nina Stack 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Doreen Burgers 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Heather Fraser 
GRANTS AND SYSTEMS MANAGER

Timothy N. Gorham, Esq.  
DIRECTOR OF GRANT ADMINISTRATION

Donna Sessions 
MANAGER OF OPERATIONS

PNC Delaware Trust Company – Joshua Ott 
PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVE

Investment Advisors – Hawthorn, PNC 
Family Wealth
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